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2021 Forest Owners Field Day
Saturday, June 19th
At Moscow Mountain!
This year the Idaho Forest
Owners Association’s Forest Owners
Field Day will be held in conjunction
with the University of Idaho Experimental Forest. The FOFD will be on
Moscow Mountain. Take Hwy 95 to
the junction of Hwy 95 and Hwy 6
(Potlatch Junction). Go east 9.8
miles on Hwy 6 to Hwy 9. Turn
south on Hwy 9 (the Harvard-Deary
Cutoff Road) and go 4 miles to the
Flat Creek Area entrance (watch for
Forestry Education Event signs).
Save the Date: Saturday, June
19 th, 2021, from 9:00am until
4:30pm. Gates open at 8:00am.
Robert Keefe, University of
Idaho Associate Professor, will be
our site host. Rob has worked on a
variety of experimentation areas
which will fascinate any person with
an interest in forestry. There are areas where the College of Natural Resources has conducted prescribed
burning every couple of years for the
past 30 years. There are 4 different
areas with different methods of mastication; one is a herd of goats, which
will be present at the field day! Not
to mention the view is wonderful!
This year there will be sessions on prescribed burning, mastication, and history of the area by
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Meet-A-Member:
Paul R. and J. Lynne Turcott, Eastport
This couple spends most of their time in Bartlesville, Oklahoma where they’ve lived for many
years. However, on the advice of some friends who have property in northern Idaho, they were inclined
to search the area in 2010 for their own magical place where they could escape Oklahoma’s heat and humidity in the summer. After lots of looking at properties from Cocolalla to the Canadian border they
found the perfect spot in 2012 just about one mile south of Eastport on the Moyie River. With an adjoining property that they also purchased, they have about 15 acres of woodland, two rustic cabins, and
abundant river access. They call their getaway the Iron Horse Family Forest and they hope to own it for
many years to come.
Paul was born in Ohio but doesn’t really have
Paul & Lynn Turcott,
strong ties to any particular area because his father
“at home” in the forest!
worked for American Airlines and they moved on a
regular basis. He went to the University of Tennessee and earned a degree in transportation and logistics that he thought would be useful in the career he
had planned in the airline industry. However, the
timing was off and jobs that he was interested in
were not available. So he returned to school and secured an MBA degree which landed him a job with
Ford Motor Company. But, after a few years, an opportunity to work with a major oil company came
along and Paul jumped onboard where he would stay
for 23 years until retirement in Bartlesville, where
the Turcotts live today. In retirement he still keeps
busy working with other family members in an advisory group where he is a Certified Financial Planner.
Along the way, Paul met and married Lynne,
a schoolteacher, in 1995. They each had two children
from previous marriages so they have several possibilities for a continuing interest in carrying on the
legacy of the Iron Horse Family Forest. They also
have 5 grandchildren, ranging from 6 to 16 years,
who will undoubtedly have a continued interest in
this property as well.
Paul realized he had a very limited background in woodland management so he sought counsel from the American Tree Farm System and the Idaho Forest Owners Association on how to properly
tend to his forest. With the help of foresters he formulated a forest management plan and gathered additional information from publications and by attending the IFOA annual meetings at the Family Forest
Landowners & Managers Conference in March each year. In addition to learning tree identification and
techniques to improve his forest, Paul takes great pleasure in enjoying the peaceful ambiance that the
family’s forest provides and the wildlife it supports.
Paul is a recent addition to the IFOA Board of Directors and, because of the “Zoom” technology
made popular of late, he is able to attend the monthly meetings from afar when he is not present in
Idaho. He is working with the Board to improve the IFOA website so that it is more useful to all of the
membership.
by Thomas A. Leege, IFOA member & Past Director
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IFOA Membership Dues Change for 2022
After extensive research, analysis, and discussion, the IFOA
Directors have acknowledged that our organization has grown impressively in size, scope, activity, and accomplishment. The cost of
doing all that good business with the help of and on behalf of our
membership has also, as can be expected, risen over the years. It’s
more than just the obvious inflationary creep. The volume of mailing
costs, postal fees, business supplies, printing, sponsorships of forest
educational activities, online venue connections, and more have all
amounted to an increased pressure on IFOA’s budget. These vital
activities impact forest landowners’ opportunity and ability to provide and enjoy all the public and private benefits that healthy forest
management offers.
IFOA has always been keenly aware that fiscal efficiency is
not only wise, but is also desired and appreciated by its members.
Upon formation in 1982, the annual dues rate was $20.00. After
many years the rate was increased to $25.00, and in 2012 to $36.00.
On the “eve” of approaching our 40th anniversary of representing,
educating, and advocating for all Idaho forest landowners, the annual
dues will increase to $45.00.
In appreciation for all the wonderful support over the years
from our existing members, IFOA Directors want to thank everyone
by providing a special transitional offering.
SO HERE’S THE “DEAL OF THE MILLENNIUM”!

♥♥♥
In appreciation for all the
wonderful support over the
years from our existing
members, IFOA Directors
want to thank everyone by
providing a special
transitional offering.
So here’s the

“DEAL OF THE MILLENNIUM”!
As an existing paid-up IFOA
member, if you wish to “pay
it forward” for yourself,
your family, or a forest
owning friend or neighbor,

until Wednesday, June
30th, 2021 you can pay any

(yet unpaid) 2022 to 2026
As an existing paid-up IFOA member, if you wish to “pay it dues at the existing rates of
forward” for yourself, your family, or a forest-owning friend or $36/yr., $99.00/3 yrs., or
neighbor, until Wednesday, June 30th, 2021 you can pay any (yet un$165.00/5 yrs.
paid) 2022 to 2026 dues at the existing rates of $36/yr., $99.00/3 yrs.,
♥♥♥
or $165.00/5 yrs. That’s a potential savings of $40.00!
As of Thursday, July 1, 2021 all dues rate payments will be $45.00/yr., $123.00/3 yrs., and
$205.00/5 yrs. - still a very worthwhile bargain!
With your dues and in-kind volunteerism to help conduct all the worthy activities that IFOA engages in, the future for healthy, prosperous, and enjoyable forests in Idaho looks bright!

SPECIAL THANKS TO MEMBERS WHO ALSO DONATED FUNDS
BEYOND THEIR MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR 2021

Del F. & Bernadeane Blackburn
Steven V. Bloedel
Stephen T.& Donna J. Busch
Arthur & Valerie Coddington
Carl E. & Luanne L Cook
Steven C. & Peggy Cuvala
Brian G. & Reneé E. D’Aoust
I Allen & Carolyn J. Dyer

Marianna J. & W. Jon Groth
Gary N. & Evon E. Hall
Allan D. & Daryl A. Kyle
William E. & Marianne Love
James D. & Jan McMonigle
J. Frank & Maralee B. Morado
Muriel & Merrill Oaks
Alva C. & Kris Osborn

Jacob A. & Karen R. Rajala
Mark A. & Chantel L. Roberts
Randy & Marivic Sexton
Paul R. & J. Lynne Turcott
Stephanie Webb &
Kevin Wildermuth
James & Judy Wilger
Kent R. & Pam Wittrock
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Coming Events
MAY 2021

Forestry Shortcourse
Sandpoint, Weds., 6/16-7/21/2021

Wildfires, Water, & Climate, Oh My! www.uidaho.edu/extension/forestry

Online, Tuesdays 5/18-6/17, 2021
https://idahoforests.org

Thinning & Pruning Field Day
Saint Maries, Friday, 6/18/2021

Idaho Prescribed Fire Conference
www.uidaho.edu/extension/fo
Zoom, Wednesday, 5/26/2021
IdahoRxFre.org
2021 Forest Owners Field Day
Thinning & Pruning Field Day
Moscow, Thursday, 5/27/2021
www.uidaho.edu/extension/forestry

JUNE 2021

Idaho Master Forest Stewards
Sandpoint, Thursday, 6/3/2021
www.uidaho.edu/extension/forestry

Moscow Mtn., Sat., 6/19/2021
info@idahoforestowners.org

Mini Sustainable Forestry Tour
Online, Weds., 6/30-7/1/2021
https://idahoforests.org

JULY 2021

IFOA Board Meeting
Sandpoint, Tuesday, 7/13/2021
info@idahoforestowners.org
Forest Insect & Disease Field Day
Bonners Ferry, Fri., 7/23/2021

AFF Virtual D.C. “Fly-In”
Mon.-Fri., 6/21-25/2021
www.forestfoundation.org

www.uidaho.edu/extension/forestry

Idaho Lands Resource Coordinating Council

www.uidaho.edu/extension/forestry

Online, Tues-Wed, 6/22-23/2021
www.idl.idaho.gov

Timber Harvesting Field Day
Moscow, Thursday, 6/3/2021

Mini Sustainable Forestry Tour
Moscow-Lewiston, 6/22-8/2/2021
www.uidaho.edu/extension/forestry
https://idahoforests.org
IFOA Board Meeting
Learn & Teach About
Sandpoint, Tuesday, 6/8/2021
Idaho’s Natural Resources
info@idahoforestowners.org
Online, Tuesdays, 6/29-7/27
Mini Sustainable Forestry Tour
https://idahoforests.org
Coeur d’Alene, 6/15-7/8/2021
https://idahoforests.org

Forestry in Southern Idaho
McCall, Friday, 7/30/2021

AUGUST 2021

Forest Insect & Disease Field Day
Moscow, Thurs., 8/5/2021
www.uidaho.edu/extension/forestry

Forestry Shortcourse

Cottonwood, Tues-Thur, 8/10-12/2021

www.uidaho.edu/extension/forestry

IFOA Board Meeting
Sandpoint, Tuesday, 8/10/2021
info@idahoforestowners.org

Contact information for family forest owner interests:
Organization

Telephone

E-mail

Website

Idaho Forest Owners Association

755-8168

info@idahoforestowners.org

www.idahoforestowners.org

Idaho Forest Stewardship Program

666-8632

amorrow@idl.idaho.gov

www.idl.idaho.gov

Idaho Tree Farm Program

437-4820

admin@idahotreefarm.org

www.idahotreefarm.org

National Woodland Owners Assoc.

800-476-8733

argow@nwoa.net

www.woodlandowners.net

IFOA WELCOMES THESE NEW MEMBERS:
Ed & Becky Beaudette, Athol ♦ Mary Ellen Brewick, Moscow
Buzz Daldos & Kathleen Falco, Athol ♦ Thomas & Darla Fletcher, Cocolalla
Orin & Corrine Laritchie, Careywood ♦ Frank & Denise Larned, Athol
Joseph & Carolyn Smith, Athol ♦ Dean Sutton, Post Falls
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THANK YOU!

THANK YOU!

THANK YOU!

TO PEOPLE DONATING
TO THE IFOA
SILENT AUCTION:

TO OUR 2021
IFOA PATRONS:

TO THESE LUCKY
BIDDERS AT THE IFOA
SILENT AUCTION:

J. Frank & Maralee B. Morado
Scott Ernest
Frederick W. & Nancy R. Ebel
SawGuard LLC
G. Kirk & Madeline David
Ronald E. & Linda A. Cater
Steven V. Bloedel
Jennifer S. Grimes
Carol J. Puetz
Rep. Caroline Nilsson Troy
Kennon D. & Jody McClintock
Neil A. & Pamela A. Smallwood
J. Stephen & Janet I. Funk
Jim J. & Nancy G. Clampet
Paul R. & J. Lynne Turcott
Jacob A. & Karen R. Rajala
Cynthia R. Mead
Steven C. & Peggy Cuvala
Paul A. & Jill L. Buckland
Muriel & Merrill Oaks
Dennis R. Parent
Arthur & Valerie Coddington
Douglas P. Bradetich
Susan K. Hagel & John J. Hetzner
Michelle Youngquist
David A. & Susan A. Easley
Marianna J. & W. Jon Groth
Shauna Hillman

G. Kirk & Madeline David,

THE RAFFLE WINNERS WERE:
White’s Boots: Steve Bloedel
Orvis Fishing Trip/Fly-of-theMonth Club: Aubrey Hoxie
Chainsaw: Lucinda Morrow

GOLD $500+
Athol

SILVER $250+
Inland Forest Management,
Sandpoint

Gordon K. & Cindy L. Harnasch,
Post Falls

Carol J. Puetz,
Bonners Ferry

BRONZE $100+
Allen R. Banks &
Marrion E. Newsam Banks,
Athol

Ronald E. & Linda A. Cater,
Spokane, WA

David A. & Susan A. Easley,
Priest River

John & Andrea Kinne,
Kootenai

John A. & Darlene Lillehaug,
McCall

Kennon D. & Jody McClintock,
Moyie Springs

Dennis R. Parent,

Margaret Booth
R. L. Burke
Sandra F. Schlepp
Bernard Janoski
Michael F. Wolcott
Regan Plum
Diane Partridge
Valerie Coddington
Dennis R. Becker
Paul R. Turcott
Audra Cochran
Deborah Gift
Marrion N. Banks
Monique Hutchings
Janelle R. Sells
Karen R. Rajala
Linda A. Cater
Heidi Patterson
Carol Puetz
Craig C. Foss
John L. Oxley
Muriel Oaks
J. Frank Morado
THE RAFFLE DONATORS WERE:

White’s Boots certificate –
White’s Boots
Neil A. & Pamela A. Smallwood, Orvis Fly Fishing Lesson –
Orvis
Houston, TX
Fly-of-the-Month Club memberMarcus G. Smith &
ship – Shauna Hillman
Dewalt Chainsaw – Carol
Cathie Bigger-Smith,
Puetz & Waterfowl Farm

Hayden

Harrison
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Whitebark Pine
Whitebark pine (Pinus albicaulis) is considered a keystone species found in high elevation mountains of the Pacific Coastal Range, Rocky Mountain Range, Sierra Range, and Cascade Range. It is estimated that 51% of all standing whitebark pine were dead by 2016. Eighty-eight percent are on federal
lands.
Whitebark pine is a 5-needled conifer that grows from 16-66
feet tall, has rounded or irregular tops, takes 60 years to produce
cones, and can live up to 1,000 years old. Whitebark pine cones
have large seeds the size of a pea, which lack wings so rely on birds,
especially Clark’s Nutcracker, and red squirrels to disperse the
seeds.
Whitebark pine are important to help with regulating runoff
by slowing the progress of snowmelt, reducing soil erosion after fire
or other disturbance events, and as a food source for birds and
mammals, especially grizzly bear.
The main threats to whitebark pine are changes in
climate, mountain pine beetle attacks, white pine blister rust infection, and alteration in fire patterns. Research and operational foresters are currently working on restoration programs
that include planting rust-resistant seedlings, mechanical cutting to open up areas of overgrowth, prescribed burning, and
outreach education.
Currently the Idaho Panhandle National Forest Nursery
in Coeur d’Alene produces more than 300,000 P. albicaulis seedlings per year. The nursery propagates rust resistant varieties
through cloning and seed collection. It takes 120 days of stratification for seeds to germinate and 2 years of growth in the
nursery until seedlings can be out-planted in high-elevation forests (>6,000 ft. in Idaho).
As a result of best available science, at this time the US Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS) has a proposal to list whitebark pine as a threatened species under the Endangered Species Act. FWS is taking
input and then will look to see if they have enough data to enlist it as an endangered species.
by Carol J. Puetz, IFOA Director and Membership Committee Chair

DON’T FORGET TO CONSIDER A DEDUCTIBLE CHARITABLE DONATION TO THE
IFOA-EDUCATION FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 1257, Coeur d’Alene, ID 83816-1257
IFOA NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING RATES
Size

IFOA Member

4 Issue Discounted

Non-member

4 Issue Discounted

Business Card

$8.75

$31.50

$12.50

$45.00

1/4 page

17.50

63.00

25.00

90.00

1/3 page

23.00

82.80

33.00

120.00

1/2 page

35.00

126.00

50.00

180.00

Full page

70.00

252.00

100.00

360.00
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Your Opportunity to Speak UP!!
Do you feel like Legislative policy makers are not listening to what their constituents’ needs are?
Well, there is a way you can personally provide your inputs on your desired forestry related issues to
your elected officials. The American Forest Foundation (AFF) (www.forestfoundation.org), a national
conservation organization that empowers family forest owners to make a meaningful conservation impact around wildlife habitat, clean water, carbon sequestration and storage and sustainable wood supplies, is offering you that opportunity. Biennially, AFF invites forest landowners from all over the U.S.
to travel to Washington, DC to advocate for forestry issues on behalf of family forest owners around the
nation.
Before meeting face-to-face with their representatives, attendees receive in-depth briefing from AFF
staff on federal policy issues that impact family-owned forests and are taught strategies for being an effective advocate. I participated in the 2017 and 2019 Fly-In. This year I contacted AFF to assure it
would be okay to invite IFOA members. Due to COVID-19 and the current trend toward virtual meetings, you now can attend this year’s AFF 2021 DC Fly-in “VIRTUALLY”!!! Would you like to have a
face-to-face Zoom meeting with your member(s) of Congress or their direct staff representative while
saving you time and money by not having to actually travel to DC? Well now you can! As a member of
AFF’s Virtual “Fly-in” team, you’ll get an in-depth briefing on federal policy issues, learn strategies for
being an effective advocate, and meet virtually with your members of Congress. From June 21-25, join
forest owners from across the country and make your voice heard on policy issues that affect all family
forest owners, including:
· Incentives for family forest owners to increase their land’s carbon storage
· Federal policies that keep forests as forests and encourage conservation activities
· Efforts to strengthen markets for forest products
· Plus, much more!
If you are interested in attending, and to get complete details, just complete the registration form at:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1V8j8KL7DXaxmwSmOchXajBvd6sOX3OxMhwi336S7P2o/viewform?
edit_requested=true. If you have any questions or need more information before registering, please
reach out to AFF’s Policy Coordinator, Mackenzie Scurka, at mscurka@forestfoundation.org. The AFF
Policy Team is: Rita Hite, Natalie Alex, Robert Sherman, and Mackenzie Scurka.
Please try to register by May 16, 2021 and, if given a chance, please indicate you are an IFOA and/or
Idaho Tree Farm member. From my experience, the in-depth briefing on federal policy issues and
learning strategies for being an effective advocate occurs on the first day. The remaining days are set
aside for landowners to meet with their member of Congress based on their availability. I assume that
this would involve everyone who registers from Idaho to become a delegation that meets with our member(s) of Congress in group Zoom meeting(s) during the remaining days (June 22-25). So more than
likely, we will not spend a whole week on zoom meetings. I think this will be a fun chance for each of us
to meet and get better acquainted with fellow IFOA and Idaho Tree Farm members. Politics and legislative issues can be volatile subjects, but I feel we all are entitled to our own views, and it is often beneficial
for us all to hear others’ views.
by Marcus G. Smith, IFOA Legislative Committee Chair

IFOA Survey Questionnaire Request
As an effort to determine the opinions and desires from IFOA members about IFOA’s website,
the 2021 Directors are asking all members to PLEASE join in the discussion and fill out and return the
short Survey Questionnaire inserted in this newsletter. Your IFOA Directors, Officers, Committee
Chairs and member volunteers want to keep up-to-date on how all our members feel about IFOA’s performance in offering information, education, and services of value to family forest landowners.
Please fill out the Survey today and return it with your comments and ideas to:
IFOA, PO Box 1257, Coeur d’Alene, ID 83816-1257
THANK YOU!
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Illegal Critical Habitat Designation Punishes
Family’s Voluntary Conservation Efforts
Federal lawsuit filed to protect property rights and enforce limits on agency power

SKIPPER V. U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Gray Skipper’s family has owned forestland in Clarke County, Alabama, since 1902, which it
manages for timber production and conservation. In 1956, the family helped establish the Scotch Wildlife Management Area (WMA), agreeing to voluntarily open up their land for public outdoor recreation
and the state’s wildlife conservation efforts. The Skipper family produces high-quality timber on the
property and, for that and other reasons, maintains management and harvesting practices geared toward
ensuring long-term forest health. They also maintain native longleaf pine on their property, which is important habitat for several species of wildlife. The partnership had been a good one, assisting in the
state’s recovery of white tail deer and other species.
Everything changed in February 2020, however. That’s when the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
designated more than 90,000 acres of private land in Alabama and Mississippi as an occupied critical
habitat for the threatened black pinesnake, including the Skipper family’s land, thus reducing the land’s
value, triggering burdensome regulatory requirements, and penalizing them for their past conservation
activities. The agency imposed these burdens without reliable evidence that pinesnakes live on the property. And it sidestepped cost-benefit requirements that Congress imposed to avoid irrational regulations
like this. Joined by the Forest Landowners Association and the Goodloe family, the Skipper family is
fighting back.
Based on a single sighting in the area
during the past 25 years, the Service arbitrarily
assumed the Skipper family’s land is occupied
by the pinesnake and, therefore, could be designated as critical habitat. It ignored a comprehensive state survey that found no pinesnakes on
the property.
Nevertheless, this federal decree roped in
more than 10,000 acres owned by the Skipper
family, including all the land participating in the
Scotch Wildlife Management Area. The designation reduces the land’s value and interferes with the family’s management of the land.
The family felt punished for their six decades of collaboration with the state and their conservation stewardship and withdrew from the WMA program. In this respect, the Skipper family’s experience
is emblematic of the Endangered Species Act’s central problem: it makes the presence of rare species,
their habitat, or the potential to restore them a significant liability for landowners, rather than an asset.
Because of these mismatched incentives, only 3% of species regulated under the statute have recovered.
To use one snake sighting in 25 years to declare land as “occupied” is bad enough. But the Service
also failed to properly consider the economic burdens on designation-compromised land as required by
Congress under the Endangered Species Act and the Regulatory Flexibility Act.
Represented free of charge by the 501(c)3 Pacific Legal Foundation (PLF), the Skipper family,
along with the Forest Landowners Association and the Goodloe family, are fighting back in a federal lawsuit to restore their right to responsibly use their land and force government bureaucrats to respect the
limits on their power.
This case builds on PLF’s 2018 Supreme Court victory in Weyerhaeuser v. U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service that set stricter standards for “unoccupied” critical habitat designations; and N.M. Farm & Livestock Bureau v. Jewell, which used these standards to reverse a critical habitat designation based on sporadic and dated sightings of a species.
by Pacific Legal Foundation 2/26/21
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Tax Tips for Timberland Owners:
Maximizing Your Deductions
This material is for informational purposes only and is not intended to provide tax, legal, or accounting advice. Please consult your own tax, legal, and accounting advisors before engaging in any transaction.
Albert Einstein once said “[Filing income taxes] is too difficult for a mathematician. It takes a
philosopher.” Timberland owners are in fine company, as they too could benefit from the auspices of a
philosopher to determine the appropriate “purpose,” as required by the IRS, of their timberland.
Treatment of income, expenses and losses for federal income taxes is based on a staggering number of variables including how timber management activities and timber basis are classified, and tax laws
are constantly being reviewed and updated. For instance, Congress passed tax law changes in 2017 to
provide relief to timberland owners impacted by Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and Maria.
Per the IRS, the “purpose” of timber landownership falls into three categories: trade or business;
investment; or personal use. Material participants in a business growing timber for profit can deduct all
timber carrying costs (e.g., timberland, timber management and maintenance costs) from any source using Schedule C or F of Form 1040; investors can deduct property taxes but must report expenses on
Form 1040 as miscellaneous itemized deductions; owners who use timberland for personal purposes only
may not be eligible for any deductions.
Timber Basis, for tax purposes, is the cost of forest land and timber acquisitions. It can be adjusted based on: (1) the method of acquisition; (2) the purchase price against fair market value (FMV)
unless inherited or gifted; (3) timber volume, value and age; (4) planting costs; and (5) recovery costs, etc.
Timberland owners should establish different capital accounts for each type of property - land, timber,
buildings - to take advantage of permissible deductions.
The IRS Form T “Forest Activities Schedule” is required for timber depletion deductions, timber
sales under IRC section 631(b), and timber sales or exchanges under IRC section 631(a).
Tax law specifying deductions for timberland varies by the type of activity. A few of those activities
include:
• Carrying costs for ordinary timber management activities (timber cruise fees, consulting fees, protection from fire and pests) and planting costs can be capitalized (applied to the basis) and recovered at
the time of a timber sale or deducted annually. If capitalized, carrying costs must be capitalized each
year.
• Annual planting costs, under IRC section 194, may be deducted outright up to $10,000 and additional
costs can be spread out over the next 84 months.
• Cost-share payments for reforestation generally must be included as income.
• Casualty loss (sudden, unexpected and unusual loss due to natural or outside forces, i.e., wind, fire,
hurricane) deductions can be reported using Form 4684. For timber investment property, the loss is
then entered into Schedule A of Form 1040. For timber business property, the loss is entered on
Form 4797. In general, you can deduct a casualty loss only in the tax year in which the casualty occurred. However, for Federally declared disasters, you may elect to apply the casualty loss in your
prior year’s tax return.
• Non-casualty loss (loss due to events spread out over a period of time, i.e., extended drought, insect
attack, etc.) deductions are limited to the adjusted basis in the property.
• Theft (timber trespass) can be claimed when the loss is discovered.
Income from timber sales can be treated as either a long-term capital gain or ordinary income. Timber that is held for longer than 12 months is eligible for long-term capital gain, which is taxed at lower
rates than ordinary income. Report the sale of standing investment timber on Form 8949 and Schedule
D. Sales of standing timber by a business qualify for long-term capital gain (Sec. 1231 gain) if the timber
has been held for more than 1 year (Sec. 631(b)). Report the sale on Form 4797 and Schedule D. Timber
sale expenses such as fees paid to foresters are deductible from the sale proceeds. Form 1099-S is required for lump-sum and pay-as-cut standing timber sales, except for corporate and high-volume business sellers.
Further reading on this topic:
• The National Timber Tax Website
• Federal Income Tax on Timber: A Quick Guide for Woodland Owners
• Forest Landowners’ Guide to the Federal Income Tax
• Tax Tips for Forest Landowners
• Forest Taxation and Estate Planning
Author: Forest2Market, March 23, 2021
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Adventures in Chainsaw Maintenance
This is bound to happen to all of us sooner or later. I start my chain saw, a Husqvarna 365, it
runs for a half a minute or so and then dies. It acts like it is running out of fuel but the tank is full. This
is a classic sign of a fuel mixture problem. I guess it is time to clean the carburetor. Before I commit to
that, however, it never hurts to look at a couple of other areas first. Here’s what I did recently.
First, I opened the fuel tank and removed the filler cap. With a long tweezer I reached into the
tank for the fuel line and after a bit of fiddling was able to lift out the end of the fuel line with the fuel
filter attached. With the filter outside the tank, I separated the filter from the fuel line, shook the fuel
from the filter and had a closer look. The filter looked white and relatively new. I blew on the filter and
was able to easily move air through it. So, the fuel filter was not clogged. I reattached the filter to the
fuel line and dropped it back into the fuel tank and replaced the filler cap.
On to the carburetor which was easily acThe chainsaw with the parts mentioned: fuel filter, air filter,
cessed by removing the hatch on top of the saw.
carburetor, fuel filler cap, air filter retaining clip, and cover.
After popping the two retaining clips, the hatch
was removed to reveal a light brown air filter sitting at the top of the carburetor space. In fact,
the whole interior of the carburetor cavity was a
rich light brown. Everything inside was smooth
and brown. Where was the carburetor? Under a
thick brown coating of sawdust. Hmmmm, I may
have found a problem! It never hurts to have an
air compressor and, in this case, I had one handy.
Using the compressed air with a long slender nozzle, I began to blow out the carburetor cavity.
Beginning with the fairly visible air filter, I first
blew the coat of sawdust from it. Once it was
mostly clean, I removed the air filter using a
screwdriver to lift the retaining spring clip. Then I carefully plugged the carburetor air intake with a
soft paper towel to prevent driving sawdust into the carburetor. With protection in place, I blew out the
entire area around the carb, exposing numerous buried controls, levers and screws. It began to look like
a saw in there. A silver rectangle appeared from the brown morass with writing on it: it said Walbro.
The carburetor had been found! A few more minutes with the compressed air exposed the cavity. More
air removed the rest of the sawdust from the air filter, revealing many convoluted passages which were
covered until the thick sawdust coating blew away.
With the sawdust gone, I lifted the protective paper towel from the carburetor air intake and replaced the air filter. Then I noticed a bunch of gunk sticking out of the chain drive. As long as I had an
airline handy, I removed the chain drive cover and dug out the larger chunks of debris with the tip of a
screwdriver. Then I blew everything clean including the many little passages around the chain drive.
That should help with both cooling and lubrication.
I replaced the chain drive cover, observed that the chain was properly tensioned and tightened
the two retaining nuts. It was time for a test. I pushed the compression release, checked that the ignition
switch was in the run position, pulled the choke lever to "choke" and pulled the starter rope. It started
on the third pull, ran briefly, and then stopped. I pushed in the choke about halfway and pulled the rope
again. Vroooom! It started up. I pushed in the choke, squeezed the fuel lever and the saw ran well. I let
it run for a couple of minutes, revving it, seeing if it would stop. It did not. I think I dodged the carburetor cleaning bullet and now have a well running saw again. All it needed was a clean air filter. For what
it is worth, I use only non-ethanol premium gas stabilized with a fuel stabilizer, either Stabil or the
chainsaw premix oil with stabilizer included. That practice has reduced the need for frequent carb
cleaning. It does not eliminate the need to clean the rest of the saw though!
By Allen R. Banks, IFOA Director
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2021 FFL&M Conference Survey Results
The first ever virtual Family Forest Landowners & Managers Conference was held on March 29 th
and 30th. The “Zoom” format presented a number of challenges to conference organizers, but FFL&MC
Steering Committee, IFOA, and UI Extension personnel rallied to present a successful conference, as suggested by submitted survey responses.
There were 155 registrants for the virtual conference, and we received a total of 61 survey responses. The majority of respondents were extremely or somewhat satisfied with the Zoom and Eventbrite platforms. A lesser but still majority of respondents were satisfied with the Charity Auction platform. In truth, issues were encountered with all platforms, but we recognize that the auction platform
was terminated prematurely.
When asked about conference attendance in the future, of those who responded to the survey,
preference for likelihood of attendance was equally split between a virtual or in-person conference; a hybrid conference would be slightly less attended by them. Scheduling the conference for late March is preferred, and conference content is highly rated. Opinions of the historical 300+ annual attendees can only
be implied.
Over 82% of respondents were extremely and somewhat satisfied with the various sessions. Session IV-Out In Our Woods received the highest satisfaction response, followed closely by Session III-Your
Forest As A Business and Session V-What About Wildlife. With respect to the most useful content, Session
III-Your Forest As A Business was rated highest by respondents, but Session IV-Out In Our Woods and
Session V-What About Wildlife were also very well received.
Conference organizers would like to thank our survey respondents for their numerous written
comments. Written comments were very favorable of the conference content such that the FFL&MC
Steering Committee and IFOA hope to incorporate several suggestions into next year’s conference.
Thank You!
by J. Frank Morado, 2021 FFL&MC General Chair
Questi on

How sati sfi ed were you wi th the fol l owi ng onl i ne components of thi s year's conference?
Nei ther sati sfi ed
Somewhat
Extremel y sati sfi ed Somewhat sati sfi ed
nor di ssati sfi ed
di ssati sfi ed

Extremel y
di ssati sfi ed

Eventbri te Regi strati on Portal

44.44%

33.33%

17.78%

2.22%

2.22%

Zoom Presentati on Format

39.58%

43.75%

10.42%

4.17%

2.08%

Chari ty Aucti ons Onl i ne Aucti on Pl atform

44.19%

20.93%

27.91%

0.00%

6.98%

How l i kel y are you to attend another FFL&MC i n the future?
Nei ther l i kel y nor
Extremel y l i kel y
Somewhat l i kel y
unl i kel y

Somewhat unl i kel y

Extremel y unl i kel y

Ful l y Onl i ne Conference

67.39%

21.74%

4.35%

2.17%

4.35%

Hybri d Conference (some onl i ne/some i n-person)

57.78%

26.67%

8.89%

2.22%

4.44%

Ful l y In-Person Conference

62.22%

26.67%

4.44%

0.00%

6.67%

Somewhat
di ssati sfi ed

Extremel y
di ssati sfi ed

Questi on

Are you sati sfi ed wi th the l ate-March schedul i ng of the conference?
Answer

%

Yes

85.42%

Neutral

12.50%

No (Pl ease gi ve date suggesti ons)

2.08%

Total

Questi on

100%
How sati sfi ed were you wi th the vari ous sessi ons?
Nei ther sati sfi ed
Extremel y sati sfi ed Somewhat sati sfi ed
nor di ssati sfi ed

Sessi on I: The Bi g Pi cture

48.89%

33.33%

15.56%

2.22%

0.00%

Sessi on II: Local Level Acti on

54.55%

29.55%

15.91%

0.00%

0.00%

Sessi on III: Your Forest as a Busi ness

63.64%

27.27%

9.09%

0.00%

0.00%

Sessi on IV: Out i n Our Woods

70.45%

25.00%

4.55%

0.00%

0.00%

Sessi on V: What About Wi l dl i fe

71.79%

15.38%

10.26%

0.00%

2.56%

Whi ch sessi ons di d you fi nd most useful ?
Extremel y useful
Very useful
Moderatel y useful

Sl i ghtl y useful

Not at al l useful

Sessi on I: The Bi g Pi cture

32.56%

27.91%

32.56%

6.98%

0.00%

Sessi on II: Local Level Acti on

14.29%

52.38%

26.19%

7.14%

0.00%

Sessi on III: Your Forest as a Busi ness

43.90%

41.46%

14.63%

0.00%

0.00%

Sessi on IV: Out i n Our Woods

51.11%

26.67%

20.00%

2.22%

0.00%

Sessi on V: What About Wi l dl i fe

35.14%

35.14%

21.62%

5.41%

2.70%

Questi on
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Idaho Lands Resource Coordinating Council
(ILRCC) Winter Meeting February 17 & 18
SHADE RULE: Changes are coming to the Idaho Department of Lands (IDL) Shade Rule.
A summary of the rule changes include;
* Weighted tree count/one-hundred feet replaces complicated Relative Stocking average on Class I.
* Removes Class I level protection for Class II streams above a domestic diversion.
* Exempts tethered logging equipment from variance requirements near streams.
* Requires armoring of culverts greater than 30”
* Requires rocking of Class I stream crossings throughout 75” Class 1 Stream protection Zone.
More details are available at: idl.idaho.gov/forestry/forest-practices-act.
IFOA members are encouraged to watch for announcements and to participate as the rulemaking
process moves through the timeline. Public meetings will begin in April 2021 when the negotiated rulemaking process begins for comments, then on August 16 the actual process begins; October 27 Public
comment period ends for the proposed rule. By November 16 the managers will seek Idaho Land Board
approval of the pending rules. In January 2022 Pending rules will be published in the legislative Admin
Bulletin in anticipation of legislative review. After April 2022 with the ending of the Legislative session,
the revised rules may come into effect.
FOREST LEGACY PROGRAM:
FY 2023 applications are due July 15, 2021; eligibility for private property, greater than 5 acres, must be
at least 75% forested and be in a Priority Landscape area. For more details and application forms go to:
idl.idaho.gov.
SHARED STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM:
New web site: noboundariesforestry.idaho.gov.
Positions:
Full-Time IDL Idaho Shared Stewardship Coordinator: Ara Andrea
Two Full-Time USFS “Shared Positions” working as Shared Stewardship Coordinators in North and
South Priority Landscapes: Jeff Lau and Lynn Oliver
Two Full-time IDL Shared Stewardship/GNA Foresters: Tim Franks and Ryan Rambur
Targeted Shared Stewardship Support:
State General Fund: $250,000/year
USFS State & Private Forestry Grant Funds: $800,000 to date
Idaho NRCS Funds to Support Shared Stewardship Positions: $125,000/yr
SFY22 General Fund: $200,000?
by Clark Edward Koch, IFOA member Representative on ILRCC

IFOA INVITES and ENCOURAGES ALL MEMBERS TO SHARE:
“WHAT’S HAPPENING IN YOUR NECK OF THE WOODS?”
Just send your comments, stories, or pictures to: info@idahoforestowners.org
or IFOA, PO Box 1257, Coeur d’Alene, ID 83816-1257
We would love to hear about what’s doin’ on your place!
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Quarterly Log Market Report
Species

April 2021

February 2021

Douglas-fir/western larch

$400 - $585/MBF

$400- $540/MBF

Grand fir/western hemlock

$390 - $500

$390 - $500

Lodgepole pine

$400 - $500

$390 - $480

Ponderosa pine

$360 (6-7”) - $470 (8”+)

$360 (6-7”) - $455 (8”+)

Western white pine

$390 - $450

$390 - $420

Western redcedar

$1,200 - $1,650

$900 - $1,500

Cedar poles
*$2,100*
*$2,100*
Pulp
$20 - $29+/ton
$20- 28/ton
Tonwood
$48/ton +/$52/ton +/Note: These figures represent prices paid by competitive domestic facilities in the Inland Northwest, and are based on averagesized logs and standard log lengths—usually 16’6” and 33’. MBF = Thousand Board Feet. Please note that the higher prices may
reflect prices only paid in select locations within the Inland Northwest. *Pole value varies widely depending upon length. Market
information as of April 25, 2021
There seems to be no ceiling on lumber prices as they continue to skyrocket upward. High lumber prices are being
fueled by pent-up demand, and sawmills are struggling to keep pace. Frustratingly for timber owners, log prices have not
tracked with these crazy lumber prices. Again, supply and demand play a key role. In many areas of the country, including
the Inland Northwest, there are more logs available than sawmills can process, so there’s little incentive to significantly raise
log prices since that action would just increase log deliveries and further flood already overflowing log yards.
Over the last few months log prices have moved upward at a modest pace in our area. It is expected this trend will
continue, or the market will at least hold steady, as we move into the logging season.
by Mike Wolcott, ACF, Certified Forester
This information is provided by Inland Forest Management, Inc., a forestry consulting company.
For additional information, they can be contacted at 208-263-9420, IFM@inlandforest.com, or www.inlandforest.com.

Timber Cruising & Appraisals
Forest Management Plans
Timber Sales

Insect and Disease Management
“Fire Safe” Management

INLAND FOREST MANAGEMENT, INC.
(208) 263-9420
Mike Wolcott, ACF, CF/Dick Bradetich, (ret.)
Steve Bloedel, ACF,CF/Lee Andrews, CF/Bill Love, CF
John Ailport/Chris Terwilliger/Ryan Pennick
Nick Zahler/Casey Clark
Office: Amber Brown

www.inlandforest.com

ifm@inlandforest.com
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The Board Walk: Feb, Mar, Apr
February 9, 2021

2021 Family Forest Landowners and Managers Conference
Steering Committee Chair J.
Frank Morado announced that
although COVID restrictions have
recently been relaxed, this year’s
Conference will be entirely
“virtual”. A small core group will
be onsite at the University Inn to
activate the Conference. Registrations have begun to come in.

The Idaho Forest Practices
Act Advisory Committee met on
February 3rd to review proposed
rule changes that will be presented to the Idaho Land Board
on Tuesday, February 16th. The
issues involved are 1) shade requirements along Class 1 streams,
2) rules regarding road construction and maintenance near Class 1
streams, and 3) rules governing
tethered logging. If the proposals
are approved by the Land Board,
then IDL will enter into the negotiated rule-making stage where
the opportunity for public comment will begin. This process is
expected to take about a year.


Hawk Stone of IDEQ presented his findings concerning
the Forest Practices Act 2020
Quadrennial Audit. Compliance
was found to be in the high 90%
range. Results of this and previous years’ Audits are available on
the IDL website.
March 9, 2021

Adrienne Morrow of IDL
reported that permission for IDL
to enter Negotiated Rule-Making
pertaining to the proposed rule
changes was granted at the recent
Land Board meeting. The Public
comment period opens on April
7th. Public meetings are scheduled for April 14, 22, 29, and
May 4.
April 13, 2021

2021 FFL&MC Chair Morado acknowledged that Audra
Cochran of the University of
Idaho was instrumental to the
success of the Conference. Her
computer skills helped the Conference team overcome every unexpected technological glitch during this first-ever “virtual” Conference. There were 155 regis-

trants for the Conference which
was held March 29 & 30 using the
“Zoom” platform.
Statistics
showed that there were between
90 and 120 people “dialed in” at
any given moment, with connections from 10 states. The IFOA
Silent Auction and Raffle, both
Conference favorites, were also
completed successfully.
While
everyone looks forward to a return to the norm of “in-person”
events, it was acknowledged that a
virtual Conference allowed many
folks from far away to attend and
benefit from the educational presentations.

Plans are proceeding for
the 2021 Forest Owners Field Day
although this year’s site, the University of Idaho Experimental
Forest, is still inaccessible due to
high snow levels. Presentations
will include information on topics
such as mastication, forest health,
Forest Practice Act/Shade Rule,
and the use of goats for defoliation (complete with goats). The
Field day is scheduled for Saturday, June 19th.
by Marianna J. Groth, IFOA Secretary

2021 Forest Land Values - State Tax Comm.
Forest Value Zone:
1
Productivity Option:
Bare Land & Yield Option:

Category:

Good
$542
$156

Medium
$297
$108

Poor
$134
$64

Forest Value Zone:
2
Productivity Option:
Bare Land & Yield Option:

Category:

Good
$502
$157

Medium
$273
$199

Poor
$123
$51

Forest Value Zone:
3
Productivity Option:
Bare Land & Yield Option:

Category:

Good
$228
$117

Medium
$120
$74

Poor
$49
$39

Forest Value Zone:
4
Productivity Option:
Bare Land & Yield Option:

Category:

Good
$227
$90

Medium
$125
$58

Poor
$60
$29
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IFOA Supplies
...IFOA COFFEE MUG… ◄◄ HANDY! perfect before heading for the woods!
...IFOA HAT…
◄◄ LOW CROWN STYLE! perfect for walks in the woods!
...IFOA DENIM SHIRT… ◄◄ VERY COMFORTABLE! perfect for working in the woods!
...IFOA SWEATSHIRT...◄◄ LONG SLEEVED, DARK GREEN perfect for keeping warm in the woods!
...IFOA T-SHIRT… ◄◄ SHORT SLEEVED, GREEN perfect for any occasion!
...IFOA SUSPENDERS… ◄◄ THE BEST!!! perfect for comfort anytime!
green w/white letters, heavy-duty construction, clip or button style, adjustable to fit length
THEY’RE BACK! ..IFOA FLANNEL SHIRT..◄◄ DARK GREEN HEATHER perfect for lookin’ good!
NEW! ...IFOA FLEECE VEST… ◄◄ WEAR IT LAYERED IN OR OUT perfectly soft and warm!
BEAUTIFUL! ►►...IFOA MEMBERSHIP SIGN…►►►
18” x 24” white with green graphics & black lettering
1/8” thick plastic, 6 pre-drilled mounting holes
space for family name
proudly display this “must have” item!
HIGH VISIBILITY!...3.75” x 3.75”
◄◄◄...PROPERTY BOUNDARY TAGS...
bright orange with black lettering & logo
.024 gauge plastic
IFOA embroidered “Ball cap” HATS

Sizes:

number

x $16.00 ea. =

number
number
number

x $15.00 ea. =
x $15.00 ea. =
x $14.00 ea. =

circle your sizes: M, L, XL

number

x $37.00 ea. =

circle your sizes: L, XL

number

x $20.00 ea. =

circle your sizes: M, L, XL

number

x $29.00 ea. =

number

x $30.00 ea. =

number
number

x $13.00 ea. =
x $3.00 ea. =

▼

IFOA SUSPENDERS-clip on-circle your sizes: 50”, 54”
-button on-circle your sizes: 50”, 54”
IFOA T-SHIRTS
circle your sizes: M, L,
forest green w/multi-color printed logo

IFOA DENIM SHIRTS
w/multi-color embroidered logo

IFOA SWEATSHIRTS
forest green w/multi-color printed logo

IFOA FLANNEL SHIRT

Dark green heather w/multi-color embroidered logo

IFOA FLEECE VEST circle (M or F) styles: M, L, XL
Black w/multi-color embroidered logo

IFOA MEMBER SIGNS
IFOA COFFEE MUGS
ceramic white w/green logo

IFOA MEMBER PROPERTY BOUNDARY TAGS 4/Pack
number
x $2.00 ea. =
blaze orange w/black print
25/Pack
number
x $8.00 ea. =
50/Pack
number
x $16.00 ea. =
100/Pack
number
x $31.00 ea. =
All prices include Idaho Sales/Use tax
for shipping postage, add $8.00/order =
Spring 2021
TOTAL $ =

$8.00

Make check payable to Idaho Forest Owners Association and mail to: IFOA, PO Box 1257, Coeur d’Alene ID 83816-1257

IDAHO FOREST OWNERS ASSOCIATION
P. O. BOX 1257
COEUR D’ALENE, ID 83816 -1257

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE PAID
CDA, ID
PERMIT NO. 31

Please clip and return to:
IDAHO FOREST OWNERS ASSOCIATION, P.O. Box 1257, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 83816-1257
YES, I would like to become an Active Member of the Idaho Forest Owners Association.
I own _______ acres of forest land in ________________________________ County, Idaho.
(If multi-county ownerships, please list all)
I do not own forest land in Idaho, but would like to become a Participating Member
in the Association.
NAME(S): ______________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________________________________
CITY: _______________________________________________STATE: _______ ZIP: __________________
PHONE: ___________________________ E-MAIL: _____________________________________________
Annual dues are $45 for an individual, family, partnership, or corporation; $123 three years;
$205 five years. Please make checks payable to the IDAHO FOREST OWNERS ASSOCIATION
Spring 2021

